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KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 

Kristie Thomas, a bartender at Madison's Pub inside the Leisureplex, is one of many people in the local service industry who 
are expecting business to pick up once the National Hockey League returns to the ice on Jan. 19. Read the story on page 3. 


It's still a waiting game 
between officials at the Fort 
Erie Racetrack and the provin¬ 
cial government. 

Earlier this week, it was 
announced that the Ontario 
Lottery and Gaming 
Corporation (OLG) had struck 
a deal with Western Fair, a track 
in London, ON. 

This has some people 
involved in the industry asking 
if the $10.5 million in funding 
to be allocated to the track in 
Southwestern Ontario will have 
any impact on the Fort Erie 
Racetrack. 

Jim Thibert, chief executive 
officer of the Fort Erie Live 
Racing Consortium (FELRC) 
says there will be no impact 
because Western Fair is a stan- 
dardbred track and the deal 
officials are hoping to iron out 
at the 116-year-old oval in Fort 
Erie, is unrelated. 

See Page 5 
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LEE DENTURE 
CLINIC 

SAME DAY 
REPAIRS & 
RELINES 

Bkp$ 

COMB 

BaBSA 

SUBS & SWEETS 

905-871-2882 

nm snn nr, 



Brick to crowded pool great work they do. I enjoy 
This is a brick to the a local watching travel games at the 
swimming pool's staff for run- Leisureplex, but I have diffi- 
ning what I call an 'everything culty knowing when the games 


goes' atmosphere during fami¬ 
ly swim times. It's 
far too crowded and 
I have many sfaety 
concerns. 

Brick to statement 
about sledge 
hockey 

This is a brick In 
response to an arti¬ 
cle in last week's 
paper about the 
Meteors coach 
being suspended. 

Upon reading, the 
coach made a com¬ 
ment saying "these 
refs should be reff- 
ing sledge hockey" 
when commenting 
on the way they 
made calls. To me 
s a sledge hockey player and 



I don't have a computer 
and would like to sug¬ 
gest that a schedule be 
posted on the bulletin 
board inside the arena, 
the way it used to be. 
Other than that, keep up 
the good work. 

Bouquet to helpful 
young man 

I'd like to send a bouquet 
to the helpful young man 
who helped me get into a 
local grocery store, when 
there were extremely 
high winds outside. You 
were a great help. 

Bouquet to Fire 
Department 
Our sincere thanks and 
appreciation for their 
prompt response when 
carbon monoxide detector 


for all players, it sounds like started beeping. It turns out, it 
he's saying sledge hockey is just needed to be replaced. Let 
not a sport that should be tak- this be a reminder, that carbon 
ing seriously and not a sport monoxide is a silent killer, 
that deserves to have good refs Bouquet to great neighbours 
aswell.Itsoundslikehedoesn't A big bouquet to the neigh- 
know what the sport is about hours who cleared my grand- 


and how hard 
play to make it to 
an international 
level. Sledge hock¬ 
ey players deserve 
good reffing as 
well. 

Bouquet to 
bulletin board 
postings 

This is a bouquet to 
the local minor 


parents' driveway 
onWindsorAvenue. 
Thank you so 
much. 

Brick to 

outlandish events 

A brick to the per¬ 
son who wrote last 
week that the high 
winds caused them 
to be hit in the head 
with a can of pop. I 
hockey association and all the doubt that ever happened. 


foiterietimes.com or 
phone: 

905-871-3100 
ext. 210 



Taking the Polar Bear plunge 



KRISDUBE Fort Erie Times 


Stephanie Heron was all smiles, waving to the camera before last Saturday's Polar Bear Dip at the Bertie 
Boat Club in Crystal Beach. 



Extremely outgoing individual for 

Level II 

Dental Assistant 

required immediately for a 
progressive dental office in the 
Niagara area. 

4 days per week. 

No evenings or weekends. 


Vanessa Piasenti cel¬ 
ebrated her 29th birth¬ 
day last Saturday, by 
participating in the 
fourth annual Crystal 
Beach Polar Bear Dip 
and Chili Challenge. 
The event, hosted by 
the Crystal Beach 
Business Improvement 
Association, drew 
about 30 spectators 
and around 60 brave 
participants. For more 
photos and the full 
story, go to page 4. 


Fax resume to 905-871-5474 





























Saturday, January 12,2013 • Fort Erie Times 3 


Local bars and fans getting ready for upcoming season 

> 


Pub owner says 
lockout has 
* caused a 10 to 
15 per cent 
decrease in 
business 


Hockey is always in the air 
at Madison's Pub, but not 
nearly as much as it nor- 

The local pub, located 
inside the Leisureplex, has 
always been a place where 
the sport is considered a 
passion by its patrons. 

Before and after games in 
recreational leagues, during 
intermission when the Fort 
Erie Meteors are at home on 
a Saturday night... these are 
the peak times for the local 


But if there was no 
National Hockey League 
lockout that has deprived 
fans overthe last fewmonths, 
business would be a lot more 
steady, says owner Claire 
Tartaglia. 

"Business is down due to 
nothing being on television, 
especially hockey," said 
Tartaglia. 

One feature of the 
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It's definitely put 
a damper on the 
whole 

atmosphere of 
the pub.” 

— Claire Tartaglia 


business has been down by 
about 10 to 15 per cent. 

"It's definitely put a damp¬ 
er on the whole atmosphere 
of the pub," she said. 

During the lockout, she 
said most of the men who 
play in the recreational 
leagues seem to always just 
call it a night after their ice¬ 
time, instead of watching a 
period or two on the big 

"People aren't staying after 
their games, because there's 
no hockey to watch," she 

Another draw to get hock¬ 
ey fans into the bar in a nor¬ 
mal year, is through contests 
and promotions to win vari¬ 
ous NHL memorabilia like 
fridges, jerseys and even 


Buffalo Sabres tickets. 

That has been an obvious 
impossibility for the last few 
months. 

"We haven't even been 
able to do that type of stuff," 
said Tartaglia. 

Guy Blair and John Park, 
owners of the Plaice 
Restaurant and Bar, also said 
less people are coming into 
their establishment since 
there hasn't been any NHL 
action for local fans to 

A combination of chicken 
wing specials and the show¬ 
ing of games, in the past 
would draw large crowds on 
Wednesdays and on week- 

"We have noticed a decline 
in business for a number of 
reasons. However, the NHL 
lockout has been a signifi¬ 
cant one," said Blair. 

Park said he hopes the 
NHL's return will get more 
people off the couch and 
back into their establish¬ 
ment, but it all depends on 
how forgiving fans are of the 
fact that this season will only 
be 48 games. 

"If the fans decide to sup¬ 
port the NHL by watching 
games at our bar, then we 
are expecting an increase in 
business," said Park. 

Ridgeway resident Justin 


Burnett admitted the feud 
between the NHL and the 
National Hockey League 
Players Association has frus¬ 
trated many loyal fans across 
the country, including him¬ 
self. 

He said the recent lockout 
has caused him to re-evalu- 
ate his position as a lifelong 
fan of the game. 

"I can say that I'll turn my 
back on the league, but I 
know that won't be the case," 
said Burnett. 

He's simply too big of a 
fan to ignore the shortened 
season, that will hit the ice 

"In two weeks, I'll be 
cheering for my favourite 
team while watching TV at 
home or at a local establish¬ 
ment," said Burnett. 

By not spending any 
money on NHL memorabilia 
or tickets to games over the 
next few years, he will con¬ 
sider it his own personal vic- 

"Others will go to the 
games and buy the jerseys 
and the wheels will still mm. 
But for me, this is the only 
way I can appropriately 


manage and express my 
frustration," he said. 

Earlier this week, the Fort 
Erie Times asked its online 
readers through its Facebook 
page for thoughts on the 
lockout. 

Bob Marsh said he is not 
excited about a 48-game 
season, saying that whoever 
wins the Stanley Cup this 


year should consider it a 
"hollow victory." 

Debbie Flemington said 
she is glad small businesses 
will likely see an increase in 
sales but feels fans should 
boycott the first few games, 
to send a strong message. 

"I know it will not dawn 
our TV, that's for sure," she 
said. 



Announcement L 

Century 21 Today Realty Ltd is pleased to 
announce the addition of Leysa Korten to our 
staff, she will be working out of our Fort Erie 
office. Leysa has had a lifelong interest in the real 
estate market and has decided to take the next 
step and start her career as a sales representative. The extensive training, 
tremendous staff support and the powerful brand name of Century 21 
along with 15+ years of customer service experience will be beneficial in 
helping you with all your housing needs. Leysa has lived in the Fort Erie 
and Port Colborne areas all her life and would be happy to help you find a 
home in these as well as surrounding areas. 

If you are looking for an agent who cares and will deliver the highest quality 
of service, give Leysa a call at 905-871-2121 you’ll be glad you did. 

OnhjJfcw 

Today Realty Ltd. -Broker^e 905-871-2121 


bar that she says 
draws many sports 
fans to catch a game, 
is the massive big 
screen TV that is 
perched on the wall. 

She said that 
patrons can only 
watch the same loop 
of sports highlights 
so many times until 

has his 

CAfaMmt CfaA 

account at the Fort Erie Credit Union 

they get bored and 
head home. 

When there are 
scheduled NHL 

games, people tend 
to enjoy themselves 
a little more and 
stick around a bit 
longer too. 

"People socialize a 
lot more when hock- 

...how about you? 1 

FORTEI^HS 

She estimates that 


announced that the 

1201 Garrison Road 905.994.1201 

NHL was on hold, 

201 Jarvis Street 905.871.1552 




BABIES 
OF 2012 

Megan Anne Smith p p -j-r t ^\ 

Jan 15th 2012 BLESSED 

EVENTS 

Place Your Baby’s Picture & Birth date 
In Our 2012 

Blessed Events , Babies in Review 
Being Published Jan , 19 th 2013 

Deadline for Booking Jan 15 rd 


Please Call 905-871-3100 x200 For Details 
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Polar Bear Dip becoming popular annual local tradition 


Kris Dube 

Editor 

Seeing dozens of brave 
souls take a plunge into the 
frigid waters of Lake Erie 
during the first week of the 
year, has become a local 
tradition. 

On Saturday, at the Bertie 
Boat Club on Point Abino 
Road, the fourth annual 
Polar Beach Dip and Chili 
Challenge, hosted by the 
Crystal Beach Business 
Improvement Association 
(BIA) drew a large crowd. 

About 60 individuals 
tested the elements by dip¬ 
ping into the Lake, with the 
water reading at 42 degrees 
fahrenheit. 

Roughly 250 people 
attended the event, who 
chose to stand back and 
catch all the action in warm 
winter clothing. 

Tracy Boese built up the 
courage to participate in 
such an event for the first 
time in her life. 

She was skeptical and 
nervous when kicking 
around the idea, but her 


final decision was to add 
taking a polar bear dip to 
her list of life experiences. 

"Just do it it what I said 
to myself, I just decided 
yesterday," she said. 

Coun. Stephen Passero 
has made it an annual tra¬ 
dition for himself for the 
last four years. 

He said it's difficult to 
assess if it gets easier each 
time around, but said it's a 
great event that he hopes 
will continue for many 

"It always gets bigger and 
better, kudos to the Crystal 
Beach BIA for doing a fan¬ 
tastic job," said Passero. 

"I just defrosted yester¬ 
day from last year." 

Mike Larocque, past- 
president of the Fort Erie 
Water Recovery Unit and 
about five other members 
from the local diving club 
were on hand making sure 
everyone had a safe dip. 

He said one of the golden 
rules is don't let partici¬ 
pants to go further than 
where the unit's members 
are positioned in the 
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It's turning into 
one of those 
events that peo¬ 
ple look forward 
to every year.” 

— Phil Smith 


He also recommends 
than when there is ice in 
the water, that dippers 
should not submerge 
themselves underneath it 

and remain visible. _ _ 

environment," said DUBE Fort Erie Times 

Larocque Local resident Mary Byrne gets ready to try a cup of chili made by Trudy Winters and her team 

One of the event's orga- at Little Fat Fairies Catering, who received the top prize at Saturday's chili challenge during the 
nizers, Phil Smith, said the annual C ^' Beach Polar Bear D 'P- 
fourth run of the event 

went very well. nates the dip with fellow collected that will be Winning the Chili 

"It's turning into one of business owner Goran donated to both Challenge component of 
those events that people Maljkovic. Community Outreach the event were Jill and 

lookforwardtoeveryyear," Smith said a record Program Erie and the St. Trudy Winters, from Little 
said Smith, who co-ordi- amount of food was also Vincent De Paul. Fat Fairies Catering. 



“A school is the heart of the Community and 
Ridgeway is a community with heart.” 

The Tradition of Excellence continues... 




Ridgeway-Crystal Beach High School 

would like to extend a warm welcome to all Parents and Grade 8 Students to an 


'•'Excellent Sports Programs 
'•'Literacy Skills 
Tamily Studies 
'•'Technology 
* Drama/Arts Program 


yT I // • LEADERSHIP & ENRICHMENT 

/ /fa/7 4/ /7 /7// (2/7 OPPORTUNITIES 

1 s L/G/fl § m M Q 1^/ In addition to our tradition of academic 

/ 1 * f excellence, at RCBHS, we believe 

f strongly in providing students with every 

opportunity to develop their personal & 

Wednesday, January 16 th , 2013 leadership potential. 

•EDUCATION EXCELLENCE 

6:30 p.m. Start At rcbhs 

at Ridgeway-Crystal Beach Ever y ^““p* is made to COTer the 

widest range of student interests and 
High School abilities, all designed to provide students 

Ridge Road with the knowledge and skills necessary 

** ’ to achieve their post secondary goals, 

Ridgeway whether they be university, college, 

apprenticeships or the world of work. 
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'We've done everything we can possibly do , 1 says Thibert 


From Page 1 

Thibert said a business 
plan has been sent to the 
province, modeled after rec¬ 
ommendations made by the 
Ontario Horse Racing 
Industry Association 
(OHRIAj's transition panel. 

Now, the FELRC has to sit 
back and wait to hear from 
the province about its plans 
for the Fort Erie Racetrack. 

"We're just being very 
patient, waiting for our 
turn," said Thibert. 

"We've done everything 
we possibly can do, we just 
have to wait for them now," 
he added. 

In April, the OLG decided 
to shut down the slots at the 
Fort Erie Racetrack, a pro¬ 
gram that put about $33 mil¬ 
lion into municipal coffers 
during its 13-year tenure. 

Last year, about 48 per 
cent of slot money was used 
for purses on race days at 
the track. 

With slot money no lon¬ 
ger coming in, if there is a 
season of live racing in 2013 
at the Fort Erie Racetrack, 
one recommendation being 
made is that about 50 per 
cent of pari-mutuel wager¬ 
ing could cover the purse 
structure. 

He said that would be too 
large of an amount for tracks 
in the province to work 
with. 

"What do tracks do, if they 
aren't making money right 
now and a big chunk of 
change like that is taken 
from them?" 

Thibert said there are 


many details that need to be 
worked out and over time, 
he hopes they will be. 

"It's a very complex 
dynamic and it's going to 
take a bit of time," he said. 

Thibert, who is also the 
general manager of the Fort 
Erie Economic Development 
and Tourism Corporation, 
hopes a direction will be 
handed down from the prov¬ 
ince as soon as possible. The 
track's lease expires on 
March 31, the same date that 
slot money will stop coming 
in. 

When the OLG closed the 
slots facility last year, it was 
still agreed that the Town of 
Fort Erie and the FELRC 
would still be compensated 
until March 31. 

"After that, we don't have 
a lease and we don't have 
any operating money," said 
Thibert. 

"We certainly need to 
know before that." 

According to Thibert, 
there has been a number of 
interested buyers of the 
property that has been 
assessed at somewhere 
around $16 million. 

That interest has faded 
because of the price the 
track is listed for. 

"Everybody has generally 
backed off," said Thibert, 
who could not go on the 
record with what the exact 
price is. 

But that doesn't mean all 
hope is lost. 

The track's owner, Nordic 
Gaming, has agreed to renew 
a lease with the FELRC if a 
deal is struck with the prov- 


"We do not need to sell 
this property to keep the 
track running," said Thibert. 

Since there are so many 
details that need to be 
arrived at and there has 
been no indication of what 
the province will recom¬ 
mend, Thibert said it is 
impossible to come up with 
a dollar amount the track 
would require from the gov¬ 
ernment in 2013. 

"We have no clue what the 
terms are," he said. 

Thibert said one of his 
biggest concerns is if the 
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We could run a 
30-day meet, but 
you'll never find 
people who 
invest in horses 
to come to it.” 

—Jim Thibert 

province will remain true to 


its idea that purse 
will come from pari-mutuel 
wagering. 

"That's how we pay for 
things, there would need to 
be a way to make up the dif¬ 
ference." 

When the OHRIA's transi¬ 
tion panel released its rec¬ 
ommendations in late 
October of last year, when 
the Fort Erie Racetrack was 
mentioned, it was hinted 
that 30 race dates would be 
the best way to go at the his¬ 
toric oval. The FELRC 
expressed its concern at the 


time, saying that isn't nearly 
enough. 

"We could run a 30-day 
meet, but you'll never find 
people who invest in horses 

The FELRC has followed 
its usual routine when it 
comes to race dates, apply¬ 
ing for 78 for the season. 

If the track does operate 
in 2013, Thibert said an ideal 
situation would be a total of 
500 thoroughbred races for 
the entire season, along with 
100 to 200 quarter horse 



The last race of the 
2012 season coming 
down the stretch at 


GET OUT OF DEBT NOW, 
NEED CASH FAST! 

CALL TOLL FREE 
(866) 780-0839 OR 
1-866-661-0910 
NO UPFRONT FEES 


HearAgain 
VBALANCER HEARING 
CLINICS 


Fort Erie 905-871-4242 


ITALO CANADIAN CLUB SUPPER NIGHT 



Friday January 18th, 2013 • 7:00 pm 

Prepared by Maria’s Catering 

Featuring 

PastarFaqiolil 


Contact Vince at 905-871-3186 or Nino at 905-871-6886 

Italo-Canadian Club • 1101 DiPietro Street • Fort Erie 
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our editorial 

Forgive and forget? 


With the NHL season set to start in 
about a week, fans seem to be back to 
where they were pre-lockout. Many have 
put aside their ‘lockout rage' and are 
looking forward to seeing the teams get 
back on the ice. 

For some though, the bitterness still 
lingers, and undoubtedly there will be 
people who stick with their sentiments 
on boycotting the NHL and any memo¬ 
rabilia. 

The problem with boycotting is that it 
affects people on a local level, the work¬ 
ers/owners at the bars, the arena staff, 
and the many ‘behind the scene’ people 
that are involved in the average NHL 

The owners and players are the ones 
in the spotlight, but due to the Canadian 
love of hockey it has had a ripple effect 
on local businesses and economy. 

Lets face it, the NHL players and the 
owners aren’t strapped for cash. 
Boycotting them won’t devastate them. 
Even if every fan boycotted and the NHL 


folded these players and owners would 
still have enough money to retire some¬ 
where most of us can’t even afford to 
visit. Or, they could travel overseas and 
play for a different league, which some 
players decided to do over the lockout. 

The days of players like the Rocket, 
who not only played hockey, but worked 
a full-time job labour intensive job are 
over. The NHL has become a business, 
and businesses are filled with negotia¬ 
tions, letdowns, setback and strikes. 

In the end it comes down to blaming 
Gary Bettman, who has taken the sport 
and marketed it into American cities 
that have no interest, forcing successful 
teams to carry the burden. Will the NHL 
improve post-Bettman era? One can 
only hope, but until then lets blame 
Bettman. 


-Melissa Mangelsen 



Do You Remember? 


Last week's photo 
brought on a flurry of calls 
and e-mails amongst the 
people in the photo who 
then called the museum. 

Our thanks to Ineke (van 
Doom) Cirillo, Jim 
Simpson, and Pam 
(Thombs) Yasko for telling 
us about these sorority sis¬ 
ters who were being induct¬ 
ed into the Theta Kappa 
Sigma sorority. They are, 
left to right, Ineke van 
Doom, Kathy Green, Cindy 


Prest, Pam White and 
Nancy Glenny. They all 
attended Fort Erie 
Secondary School at the 
time this photo was taken 
in 1966. 

We also heard further 
about the previous week's 
photo of the hockey player. 
Jack Ashworth and Harry 
Bremner confirmed that 
this player was sporting an 
Intermediate A hockey 
sweater with the Fort Erie 


Maverick logo. This 1974 
team, sponsored by Jim 
Blair, was named after the 
Ford Maverick. Thank you 
Jack and Harry. 

We bet these two chil¬ 
dren in this week's photo 
are glad there will be a 
hockey season. If you know 
who they are and where 
this photo was taken, 
please call the Museum at 
894-5322 or e-mail us - 
museum@forterie.on.ca. 


Be cautious of floating flu virus and wash your hands 



Melissa Mangelsen 

Reporter's Notebook 


The end of 2012 and the 
early stages of 2013 have 
been filled with chills, 
fevers, headaches, sore 
throats and fatigue. 

Probably not the way 
many wanted to break into 


the New Year, but the area 
is facing an early flu sea- 

The debate of flu shot 
vs. no flu shot is always 
swirling around, and I’m 
guilty of not getting a flu 
shot. Luckily through 
hand washing, bottles of 
hand sanitizer, proper 
foods and exercise I’ve 
been able to dodge it 
(knock on wood). The 
Niagara Region has seen a 
decrease in the number of 
people getting vaccina¬ 
tions, last year staff gave 
5,500 and this year only 


4,200 people have gotten 
the inoculation. 

The drop in number 
getting their flu shots may 
contribute to the spread of 
the vims, but over the hol¬ 
idays many people were 
hugging, shaking hands 
and kissing. People tend to 
spend more time with 
other people around the 
holiday season. 

Flu germs can spread 
not only through contact 
with people who have it, 
but my touching contami¬ 
nated surfaces like door¬ 
knobs, railings, utensils. 


I think it’s safe to say 
that most people know the 
importance of proper hand 
washing, but yet, so many 
people ignore that. 

I was in the mall over 
the weekend and was pret¬ 
ty surprised by the people 
who used the washroom 
and left without washing 
their hands. 

This isn’t a good idea 
any time of the year, but 
when the flu vims is float¬ 
ing around it’s an even 
worse idea. Four people 
went into the washroom, 


and came out without 
hand washing. Literally a 
few minutes later I saw 
one of those women eat¬ 
ing at the food court as 
well as touching her child’s 
food and helping him eat. 

Now just think, if there 
was four people in the 
matter of five minutes, 
there has got to be a lot of 
people out there who are 
ignoring this simple pre¬ 
ventative step. 

While the flu is typically 
just an annoyance for 
healthy people, the elderly, 
young and seriously sick 


could face a tougher chal¬ 
lenge. The major flu shot 
clinics are over for the 
year, but people can still 
get their flu shots from 
their family doctor or call 
your local pharmacy. 

Common sense goes a 
long way, please wash your 
hands, it’s not only a haz¬ 
ard but it’s also gross. 

If you would like to 
leave me feedback, call me 
at (905) 871-3100 ext. 208 
or you can send me an 
email to melissa.mangels- 
en@sunmedia.ca. 
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Mayor Martin needs to show better leadership, says reader 


Dear Editor, 

It is with great disap¬ 
pointment that I feel the 
need to write this letter 
after reading Mayor 
Martin’s press release to 
the local media on the hir¬ 
ing of a CAO. 

Mayor Martin has since 
stated he did nothing 
wrong but nothing could 
be further from the truth. 
You talked about the pro¬ 
cedure, you named a can¬ 
didate and you discussed 
the scoring. All of these 
things are a definite breach 
of confidentiality. The 
Clerk of the town wouldn’t 
allow a councillor to ask a 
question in open session 


on procedure as it might 
be a breach. How can you 
state you didn’t breach. 
Worse yet how do you 
expect your fellow council¬ 
lors to respect you as a 
leader and put their trust 

As the Mayor of our town 
and a self - proclaimed 20 
year veteran of the political 
arena, you have shown 
very little leadership ability 
and very poor judgement. 

I have watched you shut 
off the mics of councillors 
when you were angry, dis¬ 
credit fellow councillors 
when they disagreed and 
take your ball and quit 
when you didn’t get your 
way. Mayor Martin this is 


not how a true leader con¬ 
ducts himself and if you 
want to get this council 
moving in the right direc¬ 
tion it is time you lead by 
example and stop acting 
like a spoiled brat. 

I have listened to you 
complain about a 4 to 3 
vote but it seems that the 
only time it bothers you is 
when the vote is against 
what you want. A good 
example of this is the Bay 
Beach fiasco. In case you 
missed it, the vote was 4 to 
3 in your favour and your 
comment was great full 
speed ahead. Nothing was 
said about how much you 
hated the vote and you 
have since said it was the 


most important thing to 
happen to Fort Erie in 
years. 

I would like to state that 
as opposed to you and 
some others, I have great 
faith in our present coun¬ 
cil’s ability to hire a CAO. 
Just for the record 
Councillor Hill was an 
upper executive in one of 
the largest car companies 
in the world and very capa¬ 
ble of choosing a candi¬ 
date. Councillor Collard 
was President and CAO of 
a company and very capa¬ 
ble of choosing a candi¬ 
date. Councillor Steckley is 
a business owner and a 
second term councillor 
and again very capable of 


choosing a candidate. 
Councillor Lubberts has 
displayed his ability and 
tenacity when faced with a 
task to do his homework 
and again is very capable 
of choosing a good candi¬ 
date. So I think that instead 
of belittling these council¬ 
lor’s and trying to bully 
them, you should accept 
their decision which by the 
way is the democratic pro¬ 
cess in which the majority 

In closing I would like to 
state that after being in 
business for over 30 years I 
have developed the ability 
to separate my feelings 
from business and friend¬ 
ships. As an individual I’ve 


conducted business with 
you and considered you a 
friend. As a mayor I am 
very disappointed in your 
leadership ability and your 
bullying tactics and I per¬ 
sonally expected much 
more from you after more 
than 20 years in the politi¬ 
cal arena. I believe you are 
capable of turning this 
around but you must start 
acting like a leader and 
lead by example. 


Ken Riel 
Fort Erie 


Better governance needed to address important issues 


Act. This is backed up by 
the recent case of Rob Ford. 
Our ombudsman's office at 
this time has not been given 
the power to enforce the 
Municipal Act and the 
Integrity Office is not 
designed to investigate 
unless asked by a member 
of parliament. 

That said, there is still a 
lot more that can be done. 
More and more people are 
speaking out. More and 
more are needed. You can 
call or e-mail your council¬ 
or and the mayor and voice 
your concerns. Regardless 
of people saying this town is 
split and your on one side 
or the other, I believe that 
we are all on the side of 
what we believe is best for 
Fort Erie. This current coun¬ 
cil is so dysfunctional that 
there needs to be big chang¬ 


es in attitude. thing that happened o 

They need to start listen- previous council, 
ing to the true experts not We need to move on. 

the armchair ones that are We need everyone to let Lesley North 

trying to get back for some- them know we are not Fort Erie 

'We are all in trouble , 1 says resident 


Dear Editor, 

Thank you letter writers 
from the past several 
weeks, I was starting to 
believe that I was the only 
taxpayer in Fort Erie ques¬ 
tioning the sanity or insan¬ 
ity of our present town 
council. You have all pro¬ 
vided disturbing examples 
of an extremely dysfunc¬ 
tional council, some mem¬ 
bers resorting to any means 
possible to disrupt and/or 
stall our town's business, 
questioning every staff 


report or recommendation 
adnauseam. Then by 
means of block voting, they 
demonstrate their ultimate 
power through staff termi¬ 
nation. 

This town is in trouble. 
We are all in trouble. At 
the very least, be prepared 
to suffer substantial prop¬ 
erty tax increases over the 
next few years to not only 
cover working expenses 
but to rebuild a seriously 
depleted capital reserve, a 
fund that some members 
don't understand or believe 
is unnecessary. 


Is our present council 
competent enough to work 
together to find solutions 
to our problems. According 
to published interviews 
some members recognize 
their shortcomings and 
suggest change is required. 
Only time will tell if they 
have matured enough to 
work together for the com¬ 
mon good of our town. 
Happy New Year to all of 


Start playing for the crest on the front of your jersey 


Dear Editor, 

As an outspoken business 
owner in town, I've had 
ample opportunity to talk to 
people about the represen¬ 
tation on council in the last 
two years. 98 per cent of the 
people asking me about 
current situations are con¬ 
cerned about the damage 
that has been done to the 
town by current council. 
The other two per cent 
come in to explain to me 
that their four councilors 
are doing what is right. Most 
of that two per cent have a 
bunch of false information 
that they can not back up 
with facts. I have a copy of 
the operational review, a 
freedom of information 
request and numerous 
other documents which I 
will show them to back up 
any of the statement that I 
have made. 

I listen carefully to what 
these few supporters have 
to say and ask for the proof. 
They can not back it up past 
a "he or she said...” 

Many are surprised to see 
facts that contradict what 
they have been told. Few 
people in this town believe 
that the four councilors are 
acting in the best interest of 


the town. Few people 
believe that we should not 
know why the lawyer was 
fired and how much that 
cost us. Few people believe 
that we should not know 
why they are determined 
not to offer Ron Tripp the 
job as CAO. Few people 
believe that the approved 
“Bay Beach” project should 
have consumed the time 
and money that was wasted 
by the four trying to stop the 
project and put the town at 
risk of a law suit. Few peo¬ 
ple believe that after spend¬ 
ing $93,000 on an opera¬ 
tional review that little has 
been done by council to 
address the issue of better 
governance or hiring health 
and safety personnel to take 
away the risk of an audit by 
Workman's Comp. We need 
better governance to 
address these issues. 

Mayor Martin has tried 
his best to lead this council 
in a positive way. He has 
tried his best to warn these 
councilors about acting in 
the best interest of the town 
and educate them on con¬ 
flict of interest. 

Unfortunately, as I have 
learned when the Municipal 
Act is violated a private citi¬ 
zen has to file in court (at 
their cost) to enforce the 


Dear Editor, 


I am writing in regards to 
my overall opinion of our 
Town Council and the con¬ 
cerns I have with the way 
they seem to be treating an 
individual that has taken on 


the responsibilities of our 
CAO for the betterment of 
our Town. I beleive that Mr. 
Tripp has been doing a great 
job filling in for the duties of 
the CAO of Fort Erie, as I 
have not heard a single com¬ 
plaint since he has taken on 
the Job, so what is the issue 
that Mr.Tripp can not take it 


on permenantly and have 
the position filled, so we are 
not wasting anymore money! 
There are a few individuals 
on council that need to real¬ 
ize that our Town would be 
in a lot worse shape, if Mr. 
Tripp had decided to pass 
on the position and duties. 
Give him the opportunity 


and let him prove you wrong, 
instead of the other way 
around. Start playing for the 
crest on the front of your 
jersey and not the name on 
your back. 


George Ahem 
Fort Erie 
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Collard says 'no part is greater than the sum 1 on council 


Kris Dube 

Editor 

Accomplishments and 
decisions of council are a 
collective effort, says Ward 6 
Coun. Paul Collard. 

"Being a councillor is real¬ 
ly part of a collaborative 
team and no part is greater 
than the sum," said Collard, 
who represents the 
Stevensville area. 


A measure he says he has 
taken since being elected in 
October 2010, is being dili¬ 
gent with understanding the 
many important issues that 
come before council. 

"I do my best to study, 
research, ask questions, con¬ 
sult with staff and read my 
council package in its entire¬ 
ty so I can make an informed, 
responsible decision." 

In 2012, Collard said one 
of the proudest moments for 


him was being in attendance 
at the national Communities 
in Bloom symposium in 
Edmonton. 

'To hear Fort Erie's name 
being called out as a nation¬ 
al winner brought tears to 
my eyes when I saw the com¬ 
mittee on stage," said 
Collard. 

He also noted last year's 
budget deliberations as a 
highlight for him, although it 
came with some difficulties. 


"The budget was viewed 
by most, including staff, as a 
fair and comprehensive 
budget," said Collard. 

Looking ahead to 2013, 
Collard said the Canadian 
Motor Speedway is a project 
that he hopes will become a 
reality. 

"This is a project the vast 
majority of citizens are des¬ 
perately waiting for." 

A completed neighbour- 
hoodplanforthe Stevensville 


Lubberts says differences were overcome in 2012 


Kris Dube 

Editor 

Ward 5 Coun. Don 
Lubberts says accomplish¬ 
ments made by council in 
2012 shouldn't be attributed 
to one individual. 

"What is accomplished 
happens collectively by the 
majority," said Lubberts, 
who was elected to his first 
term as the councillor for 
Crystal Beach in October 
2010 . 

But that doesn't mean he 
feels there aren't things he 


and the rest of council can 
be proud of. 

Speaking directly to his 
own ward, Lubberts said the 
Point Abino Lighthouse 
Restoration project is some¬ 
thing he feels will go down 
in history as being a great 
stride made by the local 
government of the time. 

"I felt very proud to be a 
member of the council that 
had the fortitude to restore 
a part of our heritage," said 
Lubberts. 

He also said a plaque 
dedication to the crew 
members of Light Vessel 82 


has been a great addition to 
the area. 

"It was very moving to see 
members of our Canadian 
Legion and the U.S. Coast 
Guard and others join 
together to honour their 
fallen soldiers," said 
Lubberts. 

The councillor said he is 
glad to have worked so 
closely with Town staff over 
the last year, claiming that 
any time he needed to speak 
with someone at Town Hall 
about an issue one of his 
constituents was having, 
they were helpful and expe¬ 


dient. 

"That's not to say there 
weren't any arguments, 
because there were. But the 
differences were overcome 
and we all managed to 
resolve most of the issues," 
said Lubberts. 

When asked what he feels 
will be the biggest issue of 
2013, Lubberts said it is far 
too early to make that deter¬ 
mination. 


See Page 9 


area is also something 
Collard hopes will unfold. 

"This is an opportunity to 
engage people in this north¬ 
ern ward into helping define 
what their community will 
be and look like in the near 
future and for many years to 
come," he said. 

According to Collard, 
there are about 20 acres of 
prime, serviced, industrial 
land available in Stevensville. 
He says the Fort Erie 


Economic Development and 
Tourism Corporation 
(EDTC) could find a buyer 
for the property. 

"All municipalities are 
faced with eroding or indus¬ 
trial bases but our EDTC 
must aggressively pursue 
and maximize existing 
industrial properties before 
attacking those saddled with 
provincially significant wet¬ 
land designations," said 
Collard. 



Councillors Don Lubberts, left, and Paul Collard at the Santa 
Claus Parade in November 2012. 



NEW WINTER HOURS 
COMMENCE January 2 nd 

Open Tuesday & Wednesday 11:0O“ till 2:30™ 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday 11:00“ till 9:00™ 
Sunday from 10:00“ till 2:30™ 


DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS starting at *8.95 
Friday Night Fish fry 

Friday 4:00 to 5:00 - *8.95 • 5:00 to 9:00 - *10.95 

Thursday, Friday or Saturday Evenings 
Dinner for 2 - Only *28.00 
Soup or Salad 

Shrimp Cocktail shared by both Entree 
choice of Chicken Parmigian or Veal Parmigian 
Chef’s Choice of Dessert 
No Substitutes Please 


“Saturday Evening Special - Striploin Night” 
“AAA” Reserve Angus Striploin Special 

This week you can get an 8-ounce Striploin served with 
Daily vegetables and your choice of baked, mashed or fries 
For only *14.95 
Want a bigger cut of steak? 

Upgrade your steak for only *1.99 per ounce. 


BRIDGEWATER 

RESTAURANT 

Comer of 

Gilmore & Thompson Roads 

905-871-2400 

vw.bridgewatercountrydub.ee 


FULL LUNCH AND DINNER MENU AVAILABLE EVERY DAY 

We have meeting and function rooms to accommodate from 10 to 200 guests. Business services provided 
include: Meetings, Seminars, Luncheons, Retirement Parties, Office Parties, Weddings and more 
Call us today for a competitive quote 
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Shular says '2012 was not our finest hour 1 


Kris Dube 

Editor 

Although there were some 
strides made by council in 
2012, Rick Shular says things 
could have been better. 

"In my opinion, 2012 was 
not our finest hour," said 
Shular, Ward 2 Coun. 

In his third term as a local 
politician, Shular said there 
was too much separation 
between members of coun¬ 
cil in the past year. 

"We did come together on 
some things, but we were 
quite a ways apart on the 
majority," he said. 

"I'd say we had more 'low- 
lights' than we did high¬ 
lights," he added, referring 
to the loss of the slots, the 
closure of key businesses, 
legal actions involving cer¬ 
tain projects and the death 
of prominent community 

He also feels that council 
should have a better rela¬ 
tionship with Town staff, 
saying that morale at Town 
Hall could be a lot higher. 



Ward 2 Coun. Rick Shular 

"In my opinion, it was at 
an all-time low." 

Discussing what he feels 
were major local accom¬ 
plishments in 2012, he is 
proud of both fire compa¬ 
nies who will be coming 
together under one roof in a 
new facility on Central 
Avenue. 

"They could have balked 
at sharing a new facility," 
said Shular, who called the 
new station a benchmark for 
fire protection. 

He is also proud of last 
year's budget process, say¬ 
ing that a responsible finan¬ 
cial plan for the Town of Fort 


No member of council 
'smarter than the others' 


From Page 8 

"Iflknewthatnow, Iwould 
be working on a solution to 
resolve it before it hap¬ 
pened," he said. 

But if he did have to nar¬ 
row it down to one topic, he 
said addressing the local 
economic climate and jobs 
should be at the forefront. 

"Although we do have 
some very promising pro¬ 
posals in the works, we can¬ 
not get too comfortable," 
said Lubberts. 

"Anything can happen, so 
we have to continue to look 
for new opportunities," he 

Lubberts also said hiring a 
full-time chief administrative 
officer is highly important. 

"I know that this issue has 
become contentious lately 
but in the end I am confident 


that this council will prevail 
and the public will be grate¬ 
ful we were diligent in our 
search," he said. 

Lubberts also provided his 
thoughts on what he feels 
could be done differently in 
2013, compared to the previ¬ 
ous year. 

He said that certain mem¬ 
bers of council, and even the 
local press have made it 
sound like local politicians 
don't "know what they're 
talking about" when they are 
disagreed with. 

"I don't think there is any 
one member of this council 
that is smarter than the oth- 

Lubberts said differences 
of opinion need to be set 
aside and instead there 
should be more of a focus on 
improving efficiencies and 
the quality of life in Greater 
Fort Erie. 


Erie was put together by staff 
and approved by council. 

Shular is also pleased with 
a new parking area on Bertie 
Street across from the 
Douglas Memorial site, 
something he has been 
advocating for over his last 

"That's something I felt 
was needed for quite a 
while," said Shular. 

In 2013, Shular agreed 
there will be challenges that 


council will be faced with. 

The first priority should 
be spending taxpayers' 
money effectively. 

"We need to spend those 
dollars wisely and address 
our long-term strategy," he 

The councillor says the 
current roster on council 
needs to replenish reserve 
funds and get the munici¬ 
pality back on track for 


"We can't leave a legacy of 
debt," he said. 

Making progress on a new 
hospital for South Niagara is 
something he hopes will be 
dealt with locally and pro- 
vincially as effectively and as 
soon as possible. 

The Canadian Motor 
Speedway is also something 
Shular hopes will become a 
reality. 

"That needs to come to 
fruition," he said. 


Shular also expects that in 
2013, more local residents 
will speak out about local 
issues or simply raise ques¬ 
tions of the local govem- 

He says that it appears 
more people, ones that 
aren't normally involved in 
the local political arena, 
seem to speaking out with 
their opinions. 

'We're seeing more of that 
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The Town of Fort Erie 

FORl*ERI£ 


1 Municipal Centre Drive, Fort Erie, ON, L2A 2S6 

(905)871-1600 • Fax (905) 871-4022 • www.forterie.on.ca 
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE INFORMATION 905-871-1600 
RADIO EMERGENCY INFORMATION 91.7 FM -105.7 FM - 610 AM 


Our Focus: Your Future 


TOWN OF FORT ERIE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

OFFICIAL PLAN AND ZONING BY-LAW AMENDMENT 
FIRE STATION NO. 1:119 BERTIE STREET 
OWNER/APPLICANT: TOWN OF FORT ERIE 
Application: 350309-356 

DATE: FEBRUARY 4TH, 2013 LOCATION OF SUBJECT LANDS 
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TOWN OF FORT ERIE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

OFFICIAL PLAN AND ZONING BY-LAW AMENDMENT 
FIRE STATION NO. 2: 209 JARVIS STREET 
OWNER/APPLICANT: TOWN OF FORT ERIE 
Application: 350309-357 

FEBRUARY 4TH, 2013 LOCATION OF SUBJECT LANDS 
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Local company will save over $20,000 in development fees 


Good news came to 
Peninsula Plastics’ 
President Craig Bolton at 
a regional council 


Before he could secure 
all the necessary permits 


doubled its ri 
per square foot. 

His application 


Fortunately for Bolton, his expansion, 
some town officials — 
needed to build, the stepped in and began lob- level changed Sept. 

Niagara Region more than bying the Region to allow which was a Saturday, and 

: to $5.16 him to go ahead with the Bolton was unable to file 

original price. his paperwork until Sept. 

Bolton’s setback caught 5, because of the Labour 

the attention of the Town's Day long weekend. 


he held up because he w 

learned that he would be working with the Niagara interim chief administra- Because Bolton had 
able to go ahead with an Peninsula Conservation tive officer Ron Tripp, assumed that everything ensure the 


cil on Tuesday to ask them 
to consider that he be 
charged the old rate,” said 
Martin. 

With the tough eco¬ 
nomic times Fort Erie has 
faced, the creation of jobs 
and sustainability of local 


who also lobbied for the was ready to go, construc- 
its old rates tion of the expansion was 
because it was always the already underway when 


expansion to the local Authority, as well 
company, using reduced in g with government 
rates. departments on issues 

After the Town approved like tree surveys, draining Town's intent for him to he found out of the 
to change their develop- and floor height, fire walls go ahead with this project changes, 
ment charge rates from and sprinkler systems. using the lower rate. “We would have had to 

$9.63 per square foot back Because the Region Bolton sent a letter to go ahead with the expan¬ 
down to the 2010 level of changed its fee before his the regional government sion, but the money would 
$2.26, Bolton began look- application went through, explaining that it was have had to 


ing into expanding opera- Bolton was looking at a: 
tions at Peninsula additional $21,000 

Plastics. development fees. 


The Town of Fort Erie 

1 Municipal Centre Drive, Fort Erie, ON, L2A 2S6 _ _ 

905-871-1600 • Fax905-871-4022 • www.torterie.on.ca T"OR"MlRHE 
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE INFORMATION 905-871-1600 
RADIO EMERGENCY INFORMATION 91.7 FM -105.7 FM - 610 


“fundamentally wrong,” my pocket,” said Bolton, 
to raise the development Fort Erie mayor Doug 
charges in the middle of Martin, at last week's 
regional council 
meeting spoke 
about honouring 
the old rate, since 
wasn't his fault 
e application 
ts late. 


forward. 

The expansion is 
expected to add an addi¬ 
tion 16 jobs to Peninsula 
Plastics, but Bolton said 
because they have been 
so busy they have already 
begun to hire more 
employees. The jobs avail¬ 
able through Peninsula 
Plastics are full-time and 
full benefit positions, 
which is important to the 

Martin said they decid¬ 
ed to lower the rate until 
the end of their term to 
try and encourage eco¬ 
nomic growth in Fort 


and attract businesses 
that want to invest in the 
town,” he said. 

Before going through 
the struggles in dealing 
with the rate changes, 
Bolton said he fought for 
his building to be consid¬ 
ered an addition, rather 
than a new building. 
Because the buildings 
could have been attached 
by just a hallway, a rede¬ 
sign had to be done to 
ensure that it fit into the 
town bylaw under the def¬ 
inition of an expansion. 

“It was a lot of back and 
forth, architecturally it's a 
little strange, but it’s what 
was needed to be consid¬ 
ered an addition,” he 
said. 

The expansion will be 
used for a warehouse until 
it is needed for further 
future growth. 

“We’re very pleased 
with the regional council, 
I thought it was only fair 
that he be charged the old 


Did you know? 


A leaking toilet can waste over 
200,000 litres of water a year. 
That’s enough water to fill a 
large swimming pool. It could 
be costing you over $500.00 a 
year. 

Water conservation initiatives 
will save you money and 
protect our environment. 


For more conservation information log 
onto our website at www.forterie.on.ca 

Contact our Water/Wastewater 
Services Division for a free "leaky toilet 
test kit" at 905-871-1600 ext. 2466. 




"inlour su^ssfx!i^l^mas*trEOaf^^he Riverside Lions 
’ (iflTffalohanmRidge^w Lions are proud supporters of the 
Diabetes Society, Camp Dorsit (kidney dialysis) Scout and 
Youth, Community Living and CNIB (Guide Dogs). 

Happy New Year To All 


Spaghetti or Penne Served Continuously 
from 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
Adults: $8.00 Children $4.00 (ages 4-10) 
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Foimrliis 
Secondary ■ 

^LgCHOOL 

... Your Community High School 

■ Extends a Special Invitation 
[to the parents & Grade 8 Students 
fof all Fort Erie Elementary Schools 


Idle No More hits Peace Bridge 



4 


To An 


Be Part of 
the Proud tradition 
of Excellence! 


GPEN r HGUSE 


Saturday on bridges in Sarnia Mather Arch at about 11:30, 
and Cornwall. In both Cl 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 17™, 2013 
• 6:30-8:30pm 

at Fort Erie Secondary School 

Come «§ Emm about: 

• The Outstanding Facilities FESS has to offer 
^ Excellent Academic Programs 

• Specialized School to Work Prograi 

• Aero- Safe Program 

• Co- Curricular Programs 

• Specialist High Skills Major Programs 

• Dedicated Teaching Staff 

• Excellent Athletic Programs 
r • Pomegranate Restaurant 




The sign said it was a “no 
idling zone." 

About 200 people on the 
Peace Bridge couldn't agree 

Marching on a single lane 
closed just for them by the 
Buffalo & Fort Erie Public 
Bridge Authority, Niagara's 
Idle No More masses braved 
bone-chilling January wind to 
get their message across 
Saturday. 

They used songs. They used 
bullhorns. Most of all, they JOHN LAW QMI Agency Niagara 

used peace. There were no Protestors on the Peace Bridge last Saturday, for an Idle No More 
delays and traffic flowed freely demonstration, 
while the group met their 

American “brothers and sis- drawing attention to the fed- cars and trucks honking their 
ters” at the middle of the eral government’s environ- support, 
bridge. mental policies. In particular 

“It’s appropriate it's on the Bill C-45, which overhauled 
Peace Bridge,” said Celeste regulations protecting major onstration,” said PBA traffic 
Smith of Niagara Falls, shiver¬ 
ing but smiling as the event 
wound down. “It’s so cold. My 
family’s home with the flu right 

Calling the turnout “touch¬ 
ing," Smith said events like police closed the bridges. 

Saturday’s in Fort Erie will be In Fort Erie, PBA officers some speeches and prayers, 
talked about for generations as steered protesters onto one the group - led by children - 

a turning point for aboriginal laneway, then helped guide made their way towards the 

concerns in Canada. traffic for about an hour as bridge at about 1 p.m. 

Idle No More, a grassroots they congregated at the mid- Wind so stiff it straightened 
t started in October, wa Y point. There were no inci- flags awaited them, but no one 

national campaign dents or arrests, with several turned back. The message is 

too important, said 
Harry Gunnat of 
Irving, N.Y. 

“The whole pur¬ 
pose is to raise 
awareness, and 
we’re not the only 
ones,” he said. “This 
is across the coun¬ 
try, from Niagara 
Falls to Vancouver, 
across the whole 
territories. And it’s 
growing interna¬ 
tionally.” 

“It's about the 
aboriginal people. 
Long overdue.” 

While no tempers 
flared Saturday, 
Gunnat doesn’t 
mind raising some 
ire if necessary. 

"IseenaFacebook 
post last night that 
said ‘Sorry we’re 
inconveniencing 
you, we're trying to 
change the world.’” 



Sunday: 9:30am & 11:00am I 


4$ 

V’O, 


Lead Pastor Dale Sh, 
Assodate Pastor Rob Collier 
Associate Pastor Howard Hoover 


Kids Time Starting at' 


BERTIE CHURCH 

5244 Highway #3, Sherkston, ON 

(at Sherkston United Church Facility) 

Sunday at 11:00 a.m. 
Speaker: Rev. Leonard Chester 
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New bench boss in town 


Cory Smith 

QMI Agency Niagara 


In an effort 
ty, the Fort Erie Meteors 
have turned to a head coach 
whose resume is nomadic. 

The Greater Ontario 
Junior Hockey League club 
hired Chris Johnstone last 
week, less than a week after 
Clint Strachan and Scott 
Lisko resigned. 

“It motivated me to get in 
there again and see if we 
can get some good things 
done before the end of the 
year" Johnstone said. “I’m 
hoping things go well with 
me and both Tonys (Passero 
and Visca) and I appreciate 
the opportunity they gave 

The loss of Strachan and 
Lisko, coupled with Passero’s 
nine-game suspension — 
the OHA could make a final 
decision on additional pun¬ 
ishment as early as Thursday 
— left a void behind the 
Meteors bench. Fort Erie 
called Johnstone, who has 
stood behind nearly every 
bench in the Golden 
Horseshoe Conference. 

The 52-year-old from 
Niagara Falls has now 
coached every 

for Port Colborne 
and Stoney Creek. 

“Every experience 
is new,” Johnstone 
said. “With a new 
club, new environ- 

Juices flowing. The 
shelf life with coach¬ 
es is usually three or 
four years, and I’ve 
been able to have 
success with people 
I’m with ... this is 
another one.” 

Johnstone’s 
coaching career 
started in 1985 with 
the St. Catharines 
Falcons. Between 
his stops in the 
Golden Horseshoe, 
he also spent time 
with Niagara Falls, 

Erie and Sault Ste. 

Marie in the Ontario 
Hockey League as 
either coach or gen¬ 
eral manager. 

Johnstone started 
the season in 
Thorold before a 
dispute led to his 
departure. His son, 

Carson, also left the 


Blackhawks and joined the 
Meteors in October. 

The 19-year-old has five 
goals and 11 assists in 24 

Chris Johnstone watched 
the team as a fan for almost 
three months and believes it 
would benefit from playing 
a simpler game and better 
utilizing its speed. 

“I think it’s a very ener¬ 
getic team, hard workers 
and talent here,” he said. 
"Some good young players 
and work ethic is everything 
for this team. 

“I think that can be an 


asset for them.” 

The Meteors travelled to 
Buffalo Tuesday on a four- 
game losing streak. Fort 
Erie (14-22-0) was three 
points ahead of Stoney 
Creek for sixth in the con¬ 
ference. 

The team could make 
more moves in advance of 
Thursday's deadline, but it 
will be up to Visca and 
Passero. 

“We’re happy with the 
club and not unhappy,” 
Johnstone said. “If there 
was a bigtime player you’d 
be foolish not to look at it.” 


KRIS DUBI: Fort Erie Times 

Fort Erie Meteor Cameron Fairgrieve in the defensive zone, during last Saturday's 4-1 loss to the 
Niagara Falls Canucks. The Meteors shut out the Buffalo Blades on Tuesday 5-0 and were beat by 
Stoney Creek 4-2 on Thursday. Tonight, the local Jr. B team will welcome the Thorold Blackhawks 
for a 7:15 p.m. puck drop at the Leisureplex. 


Lakeshore Catholic 


Berber Carpet Glueless Vinyl Floor I Carpet Remnants I Wall & Floor Tiles 


For Grade 8 Students and their Parents 

Wednesday, January 16 th at7:oo P .m. 

Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 

Lakeshore Catholic High School - “Home of the Gators” 
150 Janet Street, Port Colbome (905) 835-2451 


Six Months No Payments 0AC on Everything We Sell! 

frpsrpnt Call us for a free estimate! 
C1 . Mon-Fri8:30AM-5PM 
Flooring Saturday 10AM-3PM 

409 Walden Blvd • Behind Sobeys 21 facebook.com/crescentflooring 


1905-994-7687 www.crescentflooring.com 
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iprlpytr^l Canada’s largest and most trusted 

I V' LI LI wi • V*-. wl print and online classifieds network 


Place it on classifiedextra.ca 


Phone: 1-866-541-6757 

Online: forterietimes.classifiedextra.ca 


Fax: 1-866-485-8461 

Email: placeit@dassifiedextra.ca 



Miscellaneous 


| ^CARPETS 

lain y master f and 







Apartments 



ISiSkf 


Renovations 



~e 

fort Erie Tims 

CARRIERS WANTED 

Route: 1017 - Fort Erie - 75 papers 

(Gilmore, Idylewylde, Central) 

Route: 20 Q3A^Thur^der^Bay 

Route: 2003D - Thunrfer Bay - 32 papers 

Route: 2003F - Thunder Bay - 4 0 papers 

(WinoS^^E^^ffiLoCd) 



5 ,er^“^ 

(Sm°Hs7t^^^wood[^eraipdngs,^heny e Htll) 


Haven’t Seen A Route Advertised For\ 


ForYour Area? 
telephone 
nes available. 


CAREGIVER WANTED: 

Retirement Home, flexible work hours, 
work well with people and learn quickly. 
Will train, call/fax resume 905-894-2036. 



Advertise in the 
Classifieds... 

It Works! 
1-866-541-6757 

classifiedextra.ca 
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" yourltfemoments.ca 


For Obituaries call: 

1-877-750-5054 

Fax: 1-866-485-8461 


All other moments call: 

1-888-786-7821 

Fax: 1-866-757-0227 


Marking your milestones. 


n Memoriam Thanks Births I Celebrations More 



REMEMBER 
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SMACK the FLURRIES°o u f t WINTER. 


Conquer winter in a new 2013 Toyota 


a 


*25,400 


ALL-IN 

PRICE 


□ *178“@2.9 


2013 - - 

CAMRY le 


DRIVE HOME 

A DE AL 


Crush some snowflakes with Vehicle Stability Control, Traction 
Control and Smart Stop Technology. Standard in every 2013 model 




Q pmcE | *30,460 

ALL-IN FINANCE FO 

Q *194 ° 0.9^ 


*16,950*; 


PRICE | IV^WV HSTextra. 
ALL-IN FINANCE FOR 72 MONTHS 


□ $ 104@0 

0 INCLUDES , 

*750 CU! 


0 * 1,000 


® TOYOTA 



1 ONTARIO 

i\ TOYOTA 

■ DEALERS 

Real people. 

Great cars. 


More great deals at 

REALTOYOTA.CA 


























